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pointed of the night's lodging they looked for at
Saffron Walden,,

From Audley End Queen Elizabeth passed on,
being entertained with feasts and shows at several
halting-places in Suffolk and Norfolk, to Norwich,
where homage of every sort was paid to her, the
masques and pageants being arranged by Thomas
Churchyard, who was more skilled than Sidney in
that kind of work.

After lingering for some time in the neighbourhood
of Norwich, the Queen went home by way of Wan-
stead. But she had quitted that place before the 2Oth
of September, when the Earl of Leicester was there
privately wedded to the Countess of Essex, whose
widowhood had lasted two years all but a day. Long
before, according to rumour, there had been yet
more clandestine espousals, and the report of them
having come to the ears of Sir Francis Knollys, the
Countess's father, that sturdy old Puritan had in-
sisted on Leicester's clearing her name from all
ground of scandal. Even this Wanstead marriage
was as secret as possible, only Sir Francis Knollys,
and Leicester's brother, the Earl of Warwick, with
one or two other witnesses, being present; and for
some while longer the Countess of Leicester con-
tinued to be known as the Countess of Essex.

Meanwhile Philip Sidney was probably either with
the Queen, now at Hampton Court, or with his
mother, who was lying ill at Chiswick. His father
was lying ill at Chester. Having wound up his neces-
sary business in Dublin, Sir Henry had left Ireland
near the beginning of September and had travelled